
Open Education in Developing 
Countries: 
Cases from Namibia and Uganda



Introduction

● OER in Afrika

○ South Afrikan voice

○ No representation in other Afrikan countries or activity not being shared?

● Entrance into the open education discourse

○ textbook affordability

○ open pedagogy

○ equity 

○ access

● Case studies from Namibia and Uganda 



Research Context

● Namibia

○ Population of 2.2 million people 

○ Located in southwest Africa

● Uganda

○ Approximately 34 million people

○ Located in East Africa



Namibian School

●  Primary School situated in Donkerhoek, 
Katutura in the capital of Namibia, 
Windhoek.

● Opened for the first time in January 1962

● 1000 learners from Pre-Primary to Grade 7, 
32 teachers, 2 administrations officers and 
4 institutional workers

● The school belongs to previously 
disadvantaged, students many of whom are 
orphans.

● The school campus consists of 4 blocks of 
classroom buildings. The buildings house 28 
classrooms, two of which are a library and a 
computer room.



Ugandan School

● Nyenga- 80 kilometers east of the capital, Kampala 

● Opened in 2010

● ~400 students 

● Nursery to Primary 7

● Thirteen teachers

● One administrator



Accessed the Internet during past 3 
months
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Accessed of Internet during past 3 
months
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Wrote a document using a word processing software (e.g. Word)

Sent email

Used a presentation software (e.g. Powerpoint)

Performed calculations with spreadsheet software (e.g. Excel)

Contributed to a Wiki (e.g. Wikipedia)

Published a blog post (e.g. Wordpress, Blogger)

Shared an image online (e.g. Flickr, Instagram, Pinterest)

Posted on a Microblogging platform (e.g. Twitter, Tumblr)

Took part in a videochat (e.g. Skype)

Contributed to an Internet forum

Contributed to a social network (e.g. Facebook, Google+, MySpace, Beebo)

Used cloud-based storage (e.d. Dropbox Google Drive)

Shopped Online (e.g. eBay, Amazon)

Downloaded a Podcast (e.g. iTunes)

Downloaded a file using a torrent client (e.g. Bittorrent, UTorrent)

Recorded and uploaded video content to the internet

Used a virtual learning environment to study or teach (e.g. Moodle, Blackboard)

Recorded and uploaded a podcast

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

When was the last time you did the following (Namibia)

I don’t know what this is Never More than 5 months ago

1-4 months ago 1 week ago 1-3 days ago



Wrote a document using a word processing software (e.g. Word)

Sent email

Used a presentation software (e.g. Powerpoint)

Performed calculations with spreadsheet software (e.g. Excel)

Contributed to a Wiki (e.g. Wikipedia)

Published a blog post (e.g. Wordpress, Blogger)

Shared an image online (e.g. Flickr, Instagram, Pinterest)

Posted on a Microblogging platform (e.g. Twitter, Tumblr)

Took part in a videochat (e.g. Skype)

Contributed to an Internet forum

Contributed to a social network (e.g. Facebook, Google+, MySpace, Beebo)

Used cloud-based storage (e.d. Dropbox Google Drive)

Shopped Online (e.g. eBay, Amazon)

Downloaded a Podcast (e.g. iTunes)

Downloaded a file using a torrent client (e.g. Bittorrent, UTorrent)

Recorded and uploaded video content to the internet

Used a virtual learning environment to study or teach (e.g. Moodle, Blackboard)

Recorded and uploaded a podcast

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

3. When was the last time you did the following (uganda)

I don’t know what this is Never More than 5 months ago

1-4 months ago 1 week ago 1-3 days ago



Used or created Open Educational 
Resources

a. I have used open educational resources (If you have never used open educational resources, skip to question12.)
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Which, if any, of the following types of open 
educational resources have you used for 
teaching/training? 
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7. For which of the following purposes have you 
used open educational resources in the context of 
your teaching/training?
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8. Which challenges, if any, do you 
most often face in using open 
educational resources? 
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Which of the following factors would 
make you more likely to select a 
particular resource when searching for 
open educational content?
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10. Do you think that your school 
benefits financially by using open 
educational resources? 

a. Yes b. No c. I do not know
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Namibia Uganda
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Findings in a theoretical context

● Diffusion of innovation



Discussion

● OER has to stop being a specialised conversation

● People cannot use what they do not know

● Follow up studies will employ qualitative approach
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